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Curved  holding  chutes  for  handling  cattle  have  be- 
come popular  with  cattlemen  in  the  Southwest.  The 
cattle  enter  and  move  more  easily  through  the  curved 
chutes  than  through  the  stiaight  ones. 

A  curving  chute  is  the  principal  feature  of  this  plan. 
The  arrangement  and  siz*s  of  the  holding  pens  and 
other  corral  features  are  left  for  the  herdsman  to 
develop  to  suit  his  individial  requirements. 

The  chute  is  constructed  of  4-inch  steel  pipe  frames 
that  support  4-foot-high,  cast-in-place  concrete  side- 
walls.  Four-inch  pipe  is  aso  used  for  the  main  support- 
ing frames  and  posts  f«r  the  crowding  pen. 

The  sloping  sides  o'the  chute  permit  both  small  and 
large  cattle  to  be  hardled  through  the  same  chute  with- 
out the  smaller  aninals  turning  around  and  the  larger 
ones  becoming  loded  in  the  chute. 

The  concrete  is  unforced  horizontally  with  1-inch 
reinforcing  rods,  1  foot  on  center.  The  smooth  con- 
crete   sides    help  o    prevent    injury   to    the    animals. 


Solid  walls  are  ptferred  when  cattle  are  moved  into 
the  crowding  pen  ifd  holding  chute,  because  the  cattle 
are  handled  more  esily  and  attempts  to  escape  are 
discouraged. 


The  crowding  gate  uses  a  ratchet-type  gate  latch 
that  will  hold  in  any  position  while  the  cattle  are  being 
directed  into  the  chute.  The  first  two  sections  of  the  chute 
are  wider  in  order  to  provide  a  smoother  entrance  for 
the  cattle.  The  63-foot-long  chute  will  accommodate  8 
to  10  animals  at  one  time,  preventing  delays  for  the 
veterinarian.  It  can  also  speed  up  jobs  like  dehorning 
and,  in  general,  allows  best  use  of  available  help. 

The  two  quarter-circular  holding  gates  are  spring- 
loaded  to  hold  firm  in  either  the  open  or  closed  position. 
One  spring-loaded  gate  is  located  at  the  inlet  end  of  the 
chute  to  prevent  entrance  of  cattle  and  to  prevent  them 
from  backing  out  of  the  chute.  The  second  gate  is  located 
about  8  feet  from  the  chute  outlet  to  control  animal 
movement  into  the  working  chute. 


Working  drawings  may  be  obtained  from  the  extension  agricultural 
engineer  at  your  State  university.  There  maybe  a  small  charge  to  cover 
cost  of  printing. 

If  you  do  not  know  the  location  of  your  State  university,  send  your 
request  to  Agricultural  Engineer,  Extension  Service,  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  20250.  He  will  f  award  your  request 
to  the  correct  university. 
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